
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time 

September 13, 2020 

 
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, Lord, if my brother sins against me,  

How often must I forgive?  As many as seven times?”  Jesus answered, 

“I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.” 

Matthew 18:21-22 
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Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Good  

Counsel Parish 
Lawrence ~ Methuen 

 
 

Our Lady of Good Counsel is a diverse multi-
cultural parish serving the Catholic community 
of Methuen and Lawrence.  We are committed 

to building a community of faith intent upon 
God, in unity of mind and heart.  

We are a family of believers, joined by our  
Baptism, and nurtured by the Eucharist.  

As children of God, we endeavor to bring the 
love of Christ to all we meet. We are committed 
to be the Body of Christ, rooted in the tradition 
of the Catholic Church. Together we worship 

and praise our God.  Guided by prayer and 
the counsel of the Blessed Mother, we minis-
ter to the community through faith formation, 
fellowship, and service. With diligence, com-
passion, and love we endeavor to help others 
come to know and love Jesus.  Empowered 

by grace, constant in our mission, we strive to 
be led by the Holy Spirit.   

Mass Schedule: 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish  

22 Plymouth Street, Methuen, MA 01844         

Phone:  978-686-3984  Fax:  978-686-8300 

Email:  olgcmethuen@gmail.com   

Web: OLGCParish.com 

 

Parish Staff:  
 
Very Rev. Christopher 
Casey, V.F. 
Pastor — Ext 25 
fatherchriscasey@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Mr. Steven J.  
Murphy 
Deacon—Ext 10 
deaconsteviej@aol.com 
 
Mrs. Karen Miller 
Business Manager — Ext 17  
978-686-0728   
OLGCBusiness@gmail.com 

 
Mrs. Denise Mundry 
Parish Office—Ext 10 
978-686-3984 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 
 
Lori McLaughlin 
Coordinator of Music 
Ministries 
603-275-6486 

 
Jimmy Massie 
Facilities 
978-697-4701 
olgcfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Religious Education 
Ph:  978-686-3984 
Fax: 978-686-8300 
 
Mr. Mark Friedrich  
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Mark Houle  
Coordinator Grades K-8 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
Our prayer shawl gatherings are the first 
Wednesday of the month at 1pm in Duperry 
Hall. 
 

 
We welcome new folks at any time to join us in this beautiful, 
simple ministry. We thank all who have donated yarn or  
money with which to purchase new yarn. 
 
Remember: Blessed Shawls, Lapghans & Baby Blankets are 
available in the parish office. 
 
Thank you and God Bless!  Questions? call the parish office. 

Ellen Gallant Card Ministry 
 
Do you know of someone 
who is sick, going through 
difficult times, in the mili-

tary, or may just need a little note of encourage-
ment? Fill out the forms found in the church and 
chapel and drop them in the box labeled “The Ellen 
Gallant Card Ministry” or the weekly collection  
basket.  
If you’d like to help make someone’s day by join-
ing us in this ministry, contact Donna Fawcett @  

donnafawcett71@comcast.net 

Mass Schedule: 
 
Church & Chapel are 
handicapped accessible 
(elevator in Church,  
ramp at Chapel) 
  
 

Sat. 4 pm at St. Theresa 
Church 
22 Plymouth St., Methuen, MA 
 

Sun. 8 am at St. Theresa 
Church 
 

Sun. 10:30 am at  
St. Augustine Chapel 
128 Ames St., Lawrence, MA 
 
 

Daily Mass: 7 am 
Monday — Friday at  
St. Theresa Church 
 

 
 

Reconciliation: 
Saturdays, 2:45—3:30 pm  at 
St. Theresa Church  
or anytime by appointment 
 
 

Baptism: 
Second Sunday of the month. 
Previous arrangements  
necessary 
 
 

Marriage: 
Arrangements must be made  
at least six months in advance 
 
 

New Parishioners: 
Welcome! Please come to the 
Parish Office  
to meet us and to register 
 

Lawrence  
Catholic Academy 

101 Parker St. 
Lawrence, MA 01843 

 

www.lawrencecatholic 
academy.org 

 
978-683-5822 

 

PARISH  
OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday to Thursday 
8 am to 3 pm 

Friday 
8am to noon 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
In this 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time we hear the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant in Matthew Chapter 18 verses 21-35.  
Jesus shares the Parable in response to Peter’s question and Jesus’ response, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often 
must I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.”  Then 
we hear the challenging Parable wherein the servant who has his large debt forgiven turns around and does just the opposite 
to another servant who owes him a much smaller debt.  The challenge of course is to be like God, always forgiving!  Here is 
what the Navarre commentary on Matthew (p. 131) has to say about the numbers: “Peter’s question and particularly Jesus’ 
reply prescribe the spirit of understanding and mercy which should govern Christians’ behavior.  In Hebrew the figure of sev-
enty times seven means the same as “always” (cf. Gen 4:24): “Therefore, our Lord did not limit forgiveness to a fixed num-
ber, but declared that it must be continuous and forever” (St John Chrysostom, Hom. on St Matthew, 6). Here also we can see 
the contrast between man’s ungenerous, calculating approach to forgiveness, and God’s infinite mercy.”   
 
Forgiveness is a difficult area for many of us.  We do hurt each other in life, and often those hurts are significant, even 
“relationship-ending” events in our lives.  As a priest, I have encountered no shortage of such events in family life.  I have 
presided at funerals when separate calling hours were arranged for differing factions of a family who cannot get along or 
stand to be in the same room as each other.  I assisted at a funeral where one family member hired a detail police officer to 
provide security in case his siblings decided to beat him up during the funeral.  On a couple of occasions, I’ve had conversa-
tions with couples planning their wedding about how to “handle” their divorced parents’ participation in the ceremony in 
such a way that we will be able to ‘keep the peace’.  These events can be considered silly over reactions on one hand, but in 
reality, reflect a history of long time hurts that challenge the very existence of a family.   
 
Forgiveness is the answer, but at the same time many folks have spoken to me about how, even though they have tried to for-
give someone the times they have hurt them, they don’t feel better and sometimes even still get angry.  People have disagreed 
with me, but I think forgiveness is an act that happens once in time.  When I forgive you for a hurt that you have caused me I 
“lay down my sword and my shield” on that issue.  I am no longer going to war with you on that thing.  It does not make me 
feel better, or even more free, necessarily.  So, why do it?  I see forgiveness as an act that happens once in time that is di-
rected primarily at God and has as its primary object or purpose healing between me and God.  The person being forgiven 
receives forgiveness almost as an afterthought, a secondary effect of my trying to grow in spiritual perfection.  It is not even 
about the healing of the love in my family.  That love will be healed as I grow in spiritual perfection and am in stronger union 
with God, and a brighter, more vibrant Temple of His Holy Spirit.  We read in Galatians 5:22 “The fruits of the Spirit are 
love, joy, and peace, patience and kindness, goodness and faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  These things rule in a 
loving family, but they are always the fruits of the Presence of the Holy Spirit.   
 
I may not feel better after I forgive someone.  Our hurts are real, and when we remember them the old scars can throb as if 
they were brand new.  This does not mean we have failed at forgiveness.  It means we are human.  Having “put down my 
sword and my shield” on this issue, I will not let myself get angry again, or pout or withdraw.  Instead I contemplate how I 
am still far away from perfection, and that God is still going to help me to move from the place I am to the place He wills me 
to be.  In not taking up my sword and shield again I might even be able to pray for the person that hurt me, and for myself, 
that I will be a better image of God’s Holy Love that brings peace to the nations.  And why should we do all of this hard work 
of forgiving someone who arguably doesn’t deserve it?  The Parable tells us the answer to that question too.  St. Jose Maria 
Escriva put it this way: “Force yourself, if necessary, always to forgive those who offend you, from the very first moment. 
For the greatest injury or offence that you can suffer from them is as nothing compared with what God has pardoned 
you.” (The Way, 452). 
 
God Bless, Fr. Chris 
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Saturday, September 12 ~ The Most Holy Name of Mary  

 4:00 pm Peter Moschetto, Jr. ~ Requested by his family 
 

Sunday, September 13 ~ Twenty-Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time  
 8:00 am Pellerin, Pouliot, Vercauteren and Ouellette Families ~ Requested by their families 
   Emile Thibault ~ Anniversary ~ Requested by his family 
   Peggy George ~ Requested by a friend 
   All Living Members of the Parish 
 
 10:30 am Arthur Halloran ~ 3rd Anniversary ~ Requested by his family 
   

Monday, September 14 ~ The Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
   Elmery Lefevre ~ Anniversary ~ Requested by his daughter 
 

Tuesday, September 15 ~ Our Lady of Sorrows 
   Robert Abraham ~ Requested by his family 
 

Wednesday, September 16 ~ Saint Cornelius and Saint Cyprian 
   Sandra Bouchard ~ Requested by Ed Lane  
    

Thursday, September 17 ~ Weekday  
   Bob McCarthy ~ 4th Anniversary ~ Requested by his family 
   Dwight Huntley ~ 28th Anniversary ~ Requested by his daughter Beth 
 

Friday, September 18 ~ Weekday  
   Blanche Thibault ~ Birthday Remembrance ~ Requested by her family 
 

Saturday, September 19 ~ Saint Januarius  
 4:00 pm John and Betty Powers ~ Requested by their family 
   

Sunday, September 20 ~ Twenty-Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time  
 8:00 am Lucy Charette ~ 9th Anniversary ~ Requested by her family 
  
 10:30 am Eva and Eugene Gaumond ~ Requested by Lillian DeFeo 
   All Living Members of the Parish 

 

We gather each weekend with family, 

friends, and neighbors to worship God, a 

God of mercy, a God of healing, a God 

always willing to forgive.  We are called to 

do the same.  We are called to reconcile 

with our family member, our friend, our 

neighbor, just as God reconciles with us 

when we turn away.  May the nourishment 

we receive at the Lord’s table strengthen 

us as we face the challenge of forgiving 

each other. 
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The Third Order of Mary will not 

meet in September. 

 

Hope you are all well.   

May the Holy Name of Mary be 

on our lips and in our hearts.   

We look forward to our Parish Baby Shower 

to be held in October. 

More details to follow 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Society 

  
The challenge in today’s Gospel, is to 
forget how others behaved toward us 
and to look to God’s way of loving and 
forgiving.  Our focus must be on God. 

 
Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in 
temporary need because of a loss of a job or an 
illness? ...we want to help! 
 
Please consider putting your gift in the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul’s poor box.  Checks are also 
accepted and can be made payable to SVDP.   
 

Tommy Keylock, Robbyn 
Culpon, Claire Hanlon, Aiden 

Scanlon, Patrick and Sarah 
Scanlon, John Dezan, Margaret 

“Peggy” Manning, Jose Luis 
Martinez Sanchez, Robert P. 

Nolan, Juliana Rosato, Rose Gaudreau, Allison 
Hawkes, Eugene Baldi, Walter Beynon, Joseph 
Howanski, Jeannette Demers, Michael Culpon, 

Mary Jo Daigle, Ronald Begin, George Henderson, 
Andrew Champy, David Champy, David Adams, 

Gary Stachulski, Douglas McKnight, William Luna, 
Aiden Sutliff, Ellen Villers, Judith Upham, 

Benjamin Melo, Ron Simonian, Art Munger, Brad 
Waters,  Mary Conway, Elisabeth Hooper,  Matt 

Kinsley, Bishop Todd Brown, Diane Castiglione, Fr. 
Paul Valley, SP, Noah Leary, Joseph Androwas, 
Cecile Townsend, Ray Boutselis, Ronald Mullen, 
Leeann Hanson, Elaine Labrecque, Sheila Hunt, 
Reina Rodriguez, Jennifer Prugnarola, Nicholas 

Norcia, Donna Myers, Anita & Dottie Watson, Gary 
Dubois, Michael Donovan,  Jaykub Parsons, Ava 

Gagnon, Tom McGuire, Judy Lacroix, Charlie 
Carrell, Mariana Rosato, Carrie McNiss, all those on 

our Parish prayer line, and all the residents at 
Woodmill Nursing Home, Nevins Nursing Home, 

Mary-Immaculate Nursing Home, Berkeley Nursing 
Home and Methuen Village.  

 
 

Those who have died: Michael Conte, Walter Stiehl,  
Joyce Freitas 

 
If you have a friend or loved one that you would like 
us to pray for, please call the parish office and leave 
the name. If you would like a name put back on the 

list, call the office. Thank You. 

Prayer Requests for Priests  
 

Eternal Father, we lift up to you these and all the priests 
of the world.  Sanctify them.  Heal and guide them.  Mild 
them into the likeness and holiness of your Son, Jesus, 
the Eternal High Priest.  May their lives be pleasing to 

you.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

September 12 All Marists ~ September 13 Fr. Albert 
Faretra ~ September 14 Fr. Robert Kennedy ~ 

September 15 Fr. William Kremmell ~ September 16 Fr. 
Rodney Copp ~ September 17 Fr. Robert Monagle ~ 

September 18 Fr. Richard Uftring 
 

 
 

Weekend of September 5/6,  2020  
 
 

 
Total Offertory:   $ 3,729.00 
 
Grand Annual to Date:  $ 17,158.00 
 
Online Giving:   $ 2,610.00  
(month of August) 

 

Our highest gratitude and appreciation ~ we are 
so grateful for your support. 

 
Bless your generosity! 

 
This weekend’s second collection is to 

help defray the cost of higher utility and 
energy bills. 

 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
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Week of September 13, 2020 

 

 

13 SUN Sir 27:30—28:7/Rom 14:7
 9/Mt 18:21-35   
14 Mon Nm 21:4b-9/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 
 3:13-17 
15 Tue 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Jn 

19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
16 Wed 1 Cor 12:31—13:13/Lk 

7:31-35 
17 Thu 1 Cor 15:1-11/Lk 7:36-50 
18 Fri 1 Cor 15:12-20/Lk 8:1-3 
19 Sat 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Lk 

8:4-15 
20 SUN Is 55:6-9/Phil 1:20c-24, 
  7a/Mt 20:1-16a  
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OLGC Website 
 

Please continue to check out the OLGC website 
which is being updated regularly. 

 
You can view the weekly bulletin and watch our live 

stream Masses. 
 

Weekday Masses (Monday to Friday) will air at 
8:00am. Sunday Mass will air on Saturday (vigil) at 

4:00pm 
Sunday at 8:00am and 10:30am 

 
Find us at www.olgcparish.com 

 A Note From Fr. Chris . . . 

 
We continue to take precautions against the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus.  We have been doing well with these 

adaptations while longing for the day when we do not 

have to do them anymore.  We are not there yet so here 

is a little encouragement to keep us on the right track. 

 

Please continue to wear your mask in the church and 

maintain social distancing.  We ask that you continue to 

sign up for Masses, even though we have reached  

capacity only three times since we have been back.  The 

sign ups will alert us if we are expecting a crowd on any 

particular day.  The list also provides us with a way to 

contact you if we do have someone who attends Mass 

who later tests positive for the virus.   

 

For your peace of mind, know that the Church is cleaned 

and sanitized after every Mass by wiping down the pews, 

railings, door knobs, bathrooms and the elevator with an 

environmentally friendly antibacterial disinfection solu-

tion.  I am very grateful to the group of volunteers who 

have come forward to help do this work after each Mass!  

Also, we have purchased a handheld fogger which we use 

for regular deep cleaning of the churches and office.    The 

fogger sprays a fine mist of a product called Bioesque, an 

EPA registered broad-spectrum disinfectant that kills virus-

es in four minutes.  All of these precautions help us main-

tain a safe environment for worship. 

 

Thank you all for your ongoing cooperation and efforts 

to keep the parish healthy and safe! 

 

Fr. Chris 
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A Note From Deacon Steve . . . 

 
Greetings all, 
 
Earlier this year I was invited to serve on the Board 
of Directors of Communities Together.  Some may 
know this as the former Greater Lawrence Council of 
Churches.  I actively  
participate in many of the programs and projects 
sponsored by Communities Together.  Please note the 
following activity that will be upcoming soon. 
 
On September 15, 2020, Communities Together will 
be hosting a “Drive Thru” Prayer Shawl Event.  The 
event will take place at the Trinitarian Congregation-
al Church, 72 Elm Street, North Andover, MA  
01845.  The Drive Thru will be from 1-2:30pm.  
For questions or directions please contact Sarah 
at 978-886-2191. 
 
Cars will drive thru the paved horseshoe located at 
the front of the church.  The shawls will be handed to 
a Chaplain from Holy Family Hospital, Deacon Ste-
ven Murphy from Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish 
or Pastor Debra Adams from the Trinitarian Congre-
gational Church to be blessed. 
 
The handling of the shawls will be done safely, with 
masks and gloves used by both the knitter and the 
ministers. 
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a vital part of what 
Communities Together does for the Greater Lawrence 
communities.  It would be great to have you drive 
by!! 
 
Thank you for your support and God bless all. 
 
Deacon Steve 

Annual OLGC 
Christmas Fair 2020 

 
Preparations are underway for our 

“modified” Christmas Fair which is 
scheduled to take place on Saturday, 

November 21, 2020 
 

Please note that we will not be  
collecting any jewelry, Christmas items 

or country store items this year. 
 

Unfortunately, due to current  
restrictions, we will NOT be selling any 

food products or pies this year! 
 

Watch for updates in future bulletins! 

 

 


