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Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Good  
Counsel Parish 

Lawrence ~ Methuen 
 
 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel is a diverse multi-
cultural parish serving the Catholic community 
of Methuen and Lawrence.  We are committed 
to building a community of faith intent upon 

God, in unity of mind and heart.  
We are a family of believers, joined by our  
Baptism, and nurtured by the Eucharist.  

As children of God, we endeavor to bring the 
love of Christ to all we meet. We are committed 
to be the Body of Christ, rooted in the tradition 
of the Catholic Church. Together we worship 
and praise our God.  Guided by prayer and the 
counsel of the Blessed Mother, we minister to 
the community through faith formation, fellow-
ship, and service. With diligence, compas-
sion, and love we endeavor to help others 
come to know and love Jesus.  Empowered 
by grace, constant in our mission, we strive to 

be led by the Holy Spirit.   

Mass Schedule: 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish  

22 Plymouth Street, Methuen, MA 01844         

Phone:  978 -686-3984  Fax:  978-686-8300 

Email:  olgcmethuen@gmail.com   

Web: OLGCParish.com  

 

Parish Staff:  
 
Very Rev. Christopher 
Casey, V.F. 
Pastor ð Ext 25 
fatherchriscasey@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Mr. Steven J.  
Murphy 
DeaconðExt 10 
deaconsteviej@aol.com 
 
Mrs. Karen Miller 
Business Manager ð Ext 17  
978-686-0728   
OLGCBusiness@gmail.com 

 
Mrs. Denise Mundry 
Parish OfficeðExt 10 
978-686-3984 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 
 
Lori McLaughlin 
Coordinator of Music 
Ministries 
603-275-6486 

 
Jimmy Massie 
Facilities 
978-697-4701 
olgcfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Religious Education 
Ph:  978-686-3984 
Fax: 978-686-8300 
 
Mr. Mark Friedrich  
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Mark Houle  
Coordinator Grades K-8 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
Our prayer shawl gatherings are the first 
Wednesday of the month at 1pm and 7pm in 
the parish office.  Due to the coronavirus  
pandemic all gatherings are suspended at 

this time. 
We welcome new folks at any time to join us in this beautiful 
simple ministry. We thank all who have donated yarn or mon-
ey with which to purchase new yarn. 
Remember: Blessed Shawls, Lapghans & Baby Blankets are 
available in the parish office. 
 
Thank you and God Bless!  Questions? call the parish office. 

Ellen Gallant Card Ministry 
 
Do you know of someone who is 
sick, going through difficult times, 
in the military, or may just need a 

little note of encouragement? Fill out the forms 
found in the church and chapel and drop them in the 
box labeled ñThe Ellen Gallant Card Ministryò or 
the weekly collection basket.  
 
If youôd like to help make someoneôs day by joining 
us in this ministry, contact Donna Fawcett @  
donnafawcett71@comcast.net 

Mass Schedule: 
 
Church & Chapel are 
handicapped accessible 
(elevator in Church,  
ramp at Chapel) 
  
 

Sat. 4 pm at St. Theresa 
Church 
22 Plymouth St., Methuen, MA 
 

Sun. 8 am at St. Theresa 
Church 
 

Sun. 10:30 am at  
St. Augustine Chapel 
128 Ames St., Lawrence, MA 
 
 

Daily Mass: 7 am 
Monday ð Friday at  
St. Theresa Church 
 

 
 

Reconciliation: 
Saturdays, 2:45ð3:30 pm  at 
St. Theresa Church  
or anytime by appointment 
 
 

Baptism: 
Second Sunday of the month. 
Previous arrangements  
necessary 
 
 

Marriage: 
Arrangements must be made  
at least six months in advance 
 
 

New Parishioners: 
Welcome! Please come to the 
Parish Office  
to meet us and to register 
 

Lawrence  
Catholic Academy 
101 Parker St. 

Lawrence, MA 01843 
 

www.lawrencecatholic 
academy.org 

 
978-683-5822 

 

PARISH  
OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday to Thursday 
8 am to 3 pm 
Friday 

8am to noon 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
Time has seemed to drag on so slowly while we observe these social distancing guidelines.  I think the whole world is 
ready for this to be behind us.  So maybe it is a sign of hope that the view of the calendar on the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
looks very different.  Thursday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord.  Long ago in another age I had 
arranged for coverage for our 12 Noon Mass because I was going to be the celebrant for the Lowell Catholic Baccalau-
reate Mass.  Instead Iôll be taping a Mass that will be shared with the students and their families.  Next Sunday we will 
be celebrating the Seventh Sunday of Easter, and it is Memorial Day Weekend.  Pentecost is up next, celebrated on the 
last day of May.  Do we dare look forward to a return to church and life as we knew it?  I am certainly praying for that.   
 
Consider these passages that appear in the readings this week:  The first reading from the Acts of the Apostles has the 
newly-ordained Deacon Phillip, going to Samaria to preach the Good News.  It always amazing me that the first Dea-
cons were ordained for a rather limited task, to assist with the ministry of food distribution to the poor, but in the plan of 
God immediately began a much fuller role of service to the Church which included preaching.  Phillip has amazing suc-
cess in Samaria in bringing many into the Church.  So many in fact, that the Church sends two Apostles, Peter and John 
to further strengthen the newly catechized with the Sacrament of Confirmation.  We read:  ñ�1�R�Z���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���D�W��
�-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P���K�H�D�U�G���W�K�D�W���6�D�P�D�U�L�D���K�D�G���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���R�I���*�R�G�����W�K�H�\���V�H�Q�W���3�H�W�H�U���D�Q�G���-�R�K�Q���W�R���W�K�H�P�������7�K�H���W�Z�R���Z�H�Q�W���G�R�Z�Q��
�D�Q�G���S�U�D�\�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���P�L�J�K�W���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W�����I�R�U���D�V���\�H�W���W�K�H���6�S�L�U�L�W���K�D�G���Q�R�W���F�R�P�H���X�S�R�Q���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�P�����W�K�H�\��
�K�D�G���R�Q�O�\���E�H�H�Q���E�D�S�W�L�]�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���-�H�V�X�V�������7�K�H�Q���3�H�W�H�U���D�Q�G���-�R�K�Q���O�D�L�G���W�K�H�L�U���K�D�Q�G�V���R�Q���W�K�H�P�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G��
�W�K�H���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W.ò  This is significant on many different levels, but consider the great change that has come about as Jews 
and Samaritans, once completely opposed to one another, now find a new unity in the faith of Jesus Christ.  Consider 
too that Jesus always calls us to break down the barriers that separate us one from another and that one of the four marks 
of the Church is unity.  We see all this at its beginning in this selection from Acts. 
 
The second reading from 1 Peter includes this in verse 3:15-16 ñ�$�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���W�R���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R��
�G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���I�U�R�P���\�R�X���D�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���L�V���L�Q���\�R�X�����\�H�W���G�R���L�W���Z�L�W�K���J�H�Q�W�O�H�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���U�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�F�H.ò  This reminds us 
that we are all called to be witnesses of our faith to the world around us.  We are reminded to be ready to give people the 
reason for our hope.  To have this ñreason for our hopeò to be real for us we need to grow stronger in the Holy Spirit.  I 
think of this as ñsteepingò in the Holy Spirit.  If you have ever had a cup of tea that hasnôt steeped long enough you 
know that it tastes like colored water.  To know the full robust flavor of the tea we need to let it steep for a time.  Our 
relationship with the Holy Spirit similarly needs to steepé it needs to grow stronger inside of us.  How do we do this?  
We practice our faith!  If you are feeling weak in your faith steep in it a bit by doing an anonymous act of kindness or 
service to another.  During this pandemic we have witnessed many acts of kindness to family, friends and strangers.  
These simple acts of kindness help us to not get ñswallowed upò by the darkness that these times bring, and ways 
through which we might be able to ñstir into flameò the gift of the Holy Spirit we received at Baptism that was strength-
ened at our Confirmation. 
 
We hear about the promise of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel reading from John 14 when Jesus says ñ�,���Z�L�O�O���D�V�N���W�K�H���)�D�W�K�H�U����
�D�Q�G���K�H���Z�L�O�O���J�L�Y�H���\�R�X���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�����W�R���E�H���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U�����7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���6�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���W�U�X�W�K�����Z�K�R�P���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H����
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���V�H�H�V���K�L�P���Q�R�U���N�Q�R�Z�V���K�L�P�����<�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���K�L�P�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���K�H���D�E�L�G�H�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�����D�Q�G���K�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���\�R�X.ò  We live 

in the Age of the Holy Spirit.  In Godôs plan we are the ones who shine forth the Light of Christ into the world around 

us.  For the Deacon Phillip that meant shining the light to the Samaritans; for us it means shining the light here in the 

Merrimack Valley.  Christ is counting on you and me, as much as we are counting on Him! 

God Bless, Fr. Chris 


