
Our Lady Of Good Counsel Parish 
May 3, 2020 

Fourth Sunday Of Easter 
I Came So That They Might Have Life And Have It More Abundantly 

                                                                                                                                                             John 10:10 
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Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Good  

Counsel Parish 
Lawrence ~ Methuen 

 
 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel is a diverse multi-
cultural parish serving the Catholic community 
of Methuen and Lawrence.  We are committed 

to building a community of faith intent upon 
God, in unity of mind and heart.  

We are a family of believers, joined by our  
Baptism, and nurtured by the Eucharist.  

As children of God, we endeavor to bring the 
love of Christ to all we meet. We are committed 
to be the Body of Christ, rooted in the tradition 
of the Catholic Church. Together we worship 

and praise our God.  Guided by prayer and the 
counsel of the Blessed Mother, we minister to 
the community through faith formation, fellow-

ship, and service. With diligence, compas-
sion, and love we endeavor to help others 

come to know and love Jesus.  Empowered 
by grace, constant in our mission, we strive to 

be led by the Holy Spirit.   

Mass Schedule: 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish  

22 Plymouth Street, Methuen, MA 01844         

Phone:  978-686-3984  Fax:  978-686-8300 

Email:  olgcmethuen@gmail.com   

Web: OLGCParish.com 

 

Parish Staff:  
 
Very Rev. Christopher 
Casey, V.F. 
Pastor — Ext 25 
fatherchriscasey@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Mr. Steven J.  
Murphy 
Deacon—Ext 10 
deaconsteviej@aol.com 
 
Mrs. Karen Miller 
Business Manager — Ext 17  
978-686-0728   
OLGCBusiness@gmail.com 

 
Mrs. Denise Mundry 
Parish Office—Ext 10 
978-686-3984 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 
 
Lori McLaughlin 
Coordinator of Music 
Ministries 
603-275-6486 

 
Jimmy Massie 
Facilities 
978-697-4701 
olgcfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Religious Education 
Ph:  978-686-3984 
Fax: 978-686-8300 
 
Mr. Mark Friedrich  
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Mark Houle  
Coordinator Grades K-8 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
Our prayer shawl gatherings are the first 
Wednesday of the month at 1pm and 7pm in 
the parish office.  Due to the coronavirus  
pandemic all gatherings are suspended at 

this time. 
We welcome new folks at any time to join us in this beautiful 
simple ministry. We thank all who have donated yarn or mon-
ey with which to purchase new yarn. 
Remember: Blessed Shawls, Lapghans & Baby Blankets are 
available in the parish office. 
 
Thank you and God Bless!  Questions? call the parish office. 

Ellen Gallant Card Ministry 
 
Do you know of someone who is 
sick, going through difficult times, 
in the military, or may just need a 

little note of encouragement? Fill out the forms 
found in the church and chapel and drop them in the 
box labeled “The Ellen Gallant Card Ministry” or 
the weekly collection basket.  
 
If you’d like to help make someone’s day by joining 
us in this ministry, contact Donna Fawcett @  
donnafawcett71@comcast.net 

Mass Schedule: 
 
Church & Chapel are 
handicapped accessible 
(elevator in Church,  
ramp at Chapel) 
  
 

Sat. 4 pm at St. Theresa 
Church 
22 Plymouth St., Methuen, MA 
 

Sun. 8 am at St. Theresa 
Church 
 

Sun. 10:30 am at  
St. Augustine Chapel 
128 Ames St., Lawrence, MA 
 
 

Daily Mass: 7 am 
Monday — Friday at  
St. Theresa Church 
 

 
 

Reconciliation: 
Saturdays, 2:45—3:30 pm  at 
St. Theresa Church  
or anytime by appointment 
 
 

Baptism: 
Second Sunday of the month. 
Previous arrangements  
necessary 
 
 

Marriage: 
Arrangements must be made  
at least six months in advance 
 
 

New Parishioners: 
Welcome! Please come to the 
Parish Office  
to meet us and to register 
 

Lawrence  
Catholic Academy 

101 Parker St. 
Lawrence, MA 01843 

 

www.lawrencecatholic 
academy.org 

 
978-683-5822 

 

PARISH  
OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday to Thursday 
8 am to 3 pm 

Friday 
8am to noon 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

Oh God, give me patience…RIGHT NOW!  This is perhaps a prayer you have prayed at times when feeling pushed to the 
point of acting harshly.  I’ve been thinking about patience myself too.  I lose my patience at times and regret it.  I know many of us 
confess “I’ve been impatient” as a sin…I’ve done that myself.  I have found myself reflecting on patience lately as I consider what 
spiritual advice I can offer to people whose relationships with others are touched by impatience.   

 
Searching the internet I came up with a number of quotes on patience that give food for thought.  It was Cato the Elder who 

died in 149 BC who said “Patience is the greatest of all virtues”.  A Dutch proverb says “A handful of patience is better than a bush-
el of brains”.  Franz Kafka who died in 1924 said “Patience has its limits. Take it too far, and it's cowardice.”  Helen Keller who died 
in 1968 said “We could never learn to be brave and patient, if there were only joy in the world.”  Leonardo da Vinci who died in 
1519 said “Patience serves as a protection against wrongs as clothes do against cold. For if you put on more clothes as the cold in-
creases, it will have no power to hurt you. So in like manner you must grow in patience when you meet with great wrongs, and they 
will then be powerless to vex your mind.”  Our own St. Augustine who died in 430 said “Patience is the companion of wisdom.”  
And finally my favorite Spiritual Director St. Francis de Sales who died in 1622 said “Have patience with all things, but chiefly have 
patience with yourself. Do not lose courage in considering your own imperfections but instantly set about remedying them - every 
day begin the task anew.” 

 
So we see we have a myriad of views on patience, but we all seem to want more of it.  The second reading this week is 

from 1 Peter 2:20-25 and includes these words:  “If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before 
God.  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his 
footsteps. He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  Some are troubled today because the audience of Peter’s 
letter here is slaves, and the lesson for them is to practice patience in a situation that is inherently unjust.  Neither Peter nor the 
Church condone slavery and in fact the Church today is one of the most prominent voices in opposition to slavery and human traf-
ficking, still a blight on creation.  To get hung up on this point is to miss the teaching the reading contains on patience.  Peter is not 
calling us to accept slavery, but rather to accept and to imitate Jesus Christ.   

 
St. James also deals with patience in his letter in the Scriptures.  He says in James 5:7ff:   Be patient, therefore, brethren, 

until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient over it until it receives the 
early and the late rain.” 

 
In our time patience is tested to beyond the breaking point. We also recognize the dangers of losing patience can present.  

We can say and do things that we do not truly mean, and hurt people we love.  Clinging to the virtue of patience can be a life saver 
as this pandemic drags on and on. We must not let it win and pull us into dark places where our pain and sorrow only grow worse.  A 
short article by Margarita Tartakovsky which appeared on PsychCentral.com on March 22 provided some advice.  She wrote: 
“During this time, give yourself some grace and comfort. Say compassionate things—the kind you’d tell a child who’s terrified, 
whose typical routine has been obliterated, whose whole world has just exploded. Remind yourself that you are not alone. In fact, 
you’re in good company.  I am upset, and that is valid. So many people—millions, in fact—are struggling now, too. They’re also 
worried and upset and paralyzed and devastated. They’re also trying to figure out how to create stability during an unstable, uncer-
tain time. So, if you’re not handling this as well as you’d like, as well as you think you should, remind yourself that you’ve never 
been through something like this before. You’re doing the best you can, even if it doesn’t feel like it. At all.  And when you’re ready 
to let this into your heart, remind yourself that there is light and hope. Actually, a lot of it. But it’s also OK if it takes you a while to 
get to this brighter place.” 

 
I find the Serenity Prayer gives me comfort and perspective.  “God, Grant me the Serenity to accept the things I cannot 

change, the Courage to change the things I can, and the Wisdom to know the difference.”   
 
God Bless, Fr. Chris 
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Saturday, May 2 
  Thomas G. Sabbagh, Jr. ~ 25th Anniversary ~ Requested by his family 
  Fr. Gregory McCormick, sP ~ 6 month Anniversary ~ Requested by Jesse and Carol-Ann Ramirez 
  Pat Torla ~ Requested by her family 
  Vin Doyle ~ Anniversary ~ Requested by his family 
  Rita Brown ~ Anniversary ~ Requested by her family 
  Bob Driscoll ~ Anniversary ~ Requested by his family 
  Roger Twomey ~ Requested by Kathy Callagy 
  Most Rev. William J. McNaughton, MM ~ Requested by OLGC parishioners 
  John O’Shea ~ Requested by Jesse and Carol-Ann Ramirez 
  Ann Perry ~ Requested by her family 
  Paul Wright ~ Requested by his family 
  James Richardson ~ Requested by his family 
  Winifred, Patrick and Kim Casale ~ Requested by their family 
  Clara Terreault ~ Requested by her family 
  All living members of the Parish 
   

Sunday, May 3 
  Thomas G. Sabbagh, Jr. ~ 25th Anniversary ~ Requested by his family 
  Frank, Gerri and Joseph Hart ~ Requested by their family 
 

Monday, May 4 
  Sandra Bouchard ~ Requested by Karen Kroeter 
 

Tuesday, May 5 
  Franz Brügel ~ Requested by Karen Kroeter 
 

Wednesday, May 6 
  Lennie Payeur ~ 4th Anniversary ~ Requested by her son 
 

Thursday, May 7 
  Pat Torla ~ 8th Anniversary ~ Requested by her husband 
 

Friday, May 8 
   
 

Saturday, May 9 
   
   

Sunday, May 10 ~ Mother’s Day 
  For all Mothers, living and deceased 

Sunday 
May 10 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Lector 

8:00 am   
 

10:30 am   
 

MEMORIALS 
Week of May 3, 2020 

Saturday 
May 9 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Lector 

4:00 pm   
 

Altar Bread 
In Memory of Thomas G. Sabbagh, Jr. 

Donated by his family 
 

Altar Wine 
In Memory of Paul Kroeter 

Donated by his family 
 

Altar Candles 
In Memory of George, Martha and Robert Ouellette 

Donated by their family 



5 

   May 3, 2020                     Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish , Methuen ~ Lawrence             Fourth Sunday of Easter 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Society 

 
 
Today, we celebrate “Good Shepherd 
Sunday” where we reflect on Jesus’ care 
and love of us and hear his words, “I 
came so that they may have life and                             

  have it more abundantly.” 
 
 
 

By your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
you will reveal the love of the “Good Shepherd” to 

your suffering brothers and sisters. 
 
 

Eugene Baldi, Walter Beynon, 
Arthur Thibault, Helen 

Sawicki, Joseph Howanski, 
Jeannette Demers, Michael 
Culpon, Mary Jo Daigle, 
Ronald Begin, George 

Henderson, Andrew Champy, David Champy, David 
Adams, Gary Stachulski, Douglas McKnight, 

William Luna, Aiden Sutliff, Ellen Villers, Alice 
Blow, Judith Upham, Benjamin Melo, Ron 

Simonian, Art Munger, Brad Waters,  Mary Conway, 
Elisabeth Hooper,  Matt Kinsley, Bishop Todd 

Brown, Diane Castiglione, Fr. Paul Valley, SP, Noah 
Leary, Joseph Androwas, Cecile Townsend, Ray 

Boutselis, Ronald Mullen, Leeann Hanson, Elaine 
Labrecque, Sheila Hunt, Reina Rodriguez, Jennifer 

Prugnarola, Nicholas Norcia, Donna Myers, Anita & 
Dottie Watson, Gary Dubois, Michael Donovan,  

Jaykub Parsons, Ava Gagnon, Tom McGuire, Judy 
Lacroix, Charlie Carrell, Mariana Rosato, Carrie 

McNiss, Sarah & Patrick Scanlon, Kristina Racitti, 
Robbyn Culpon,  and all those on our Parish prayer 

line, and all the residents at Woodmill Nursing 
Home, Nevins Nursing Home, Mary-Immaculate 

Nursing Home, Berkeley Nursing Home and 
Methuen Village.  

 
 

Those who have died: Richard Rys 
 

If you have a friend or loved one that you would like 
us to pray for, please call the parish office and leave 
the name. If you would like a name put back on the 

list, call the office. Thank You. 

Prayer Requests for Priests  
 

Eternal Father, we lift up to you these and all the priests 
of the world.  Sanctify them.  Heal and guide them.  Mold 
them into the likeness and holiness of your Son, Jesus, 
the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be pleasing to 

you.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 

May 2 Fr. Paul MacDonald ~ May 3 Fr. James O’Driscoll ~ 
May 4 Fr. Charles Salamone ~ May 5 Fr. Kevin Hickey ~ 

May 6 Fr. Stephen Donohoe ~ May 7 Fr. James 
Achadinha ~ May 8 Fr. James Ronan 

 
 

 
Weekend of April 25/26, 2020  

 
 

 
 

 
Total Offertory:  $ 6,228.00 
 
Maintenance:   $ 45.00 
 
Grand Annual to date:  $ 6,648.00 
 

 
In Need of 

 

Prayer . . . 

Our highest gratitude and appreciation ~ we are 
so grateful for your support. 

 
Bless your generosity! 

Friends 
 

If your situation makes it possible to continue to 
give us your weekly envelopes, please do so!  This 
will enable us to continue to pay our bills while we 

don’t have regular collections. 
You can mail your envelopes in, or put them in the 

mail slot at the Parish Office. 
Thank you! 

 
 

Also check out 
90-DAYS NOW—FOR YOUR PARISH 

 
A special initiative to help your parish during this 

time.  For more information visit our website 
www.olgcparish.com 

 
Thanks! 
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Week of May 3, 2020 

3 SUN Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 
  2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10   
4 Mon Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-
  18   
5 Tue Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22
  -30   
6 Wed Acts 12:24—13:5a/Jn 
  12:44-50   
7 Thu Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16
  -20   
8 Fri Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-
  6   
9 Sat Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-
  14   
10 SUN Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/ 
  Jn 14:1-12   
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C.S. Lewis Book Club: Lawrence, MA 
2020 Calendar 

Facilitator:  Rev. Andrew M. Beauregard, F.P.O. 
 

Most First, Third and Fifth Mondays of the Month 
St. Augustine Chapel 

128 Ames Street, Lawrence, MA 
 
6:50pm  Doors Open 
7:00pm  Opening Prayer/Introduction of the 
  Evening topic 
7:10pm  Discussion of a work of C.S. Lewis 
  (see below) 
8:25pm  Closing Prayer/Announcements 

 
 

We will meet on Monday evenings  including state or national 
holidays.  In the event of two or more inches of snow falling 
after 6:00pm, the evening is cancelled. 
 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all meetings are  
temporarily suspended. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To make a pledge to the Catholic Appeal, please visit  
bostoncatholicappeal.org or pick up a pledge form at 

the back of the church. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  Stay tuned for 
continued updates regarding our parish’s 2020 Catholic 

Appeal! 

Catholic TV Daily and Sunday Mass 
 
 

Cardinal Seán encourages Catholics to participate in the 
daily and Sunday Masses broadcast from the Catholic 

TV chapel. 
 

Daily Mass airs live at 9:30am and is rebroadcast at 
7:00pm and 11:30pm 

 
Sunday Masses air throughout the day at 10:00am, 

4:00pm, 7:00pm and 11:30pm 
 

Viewers can watch these Masses on demand at any time 
at www.WatchtheMass.com 

 
For more information about CatholicTV and where you 

can watch it, visit 
http://catholictv.org 

OLGC Website 
 

Please continue to check out the OLGC website 
which is being updated regularly. 

 
You can view the weekly bulletin and watch our 

live stream Masses. 
 

Weekday Masses (Monday to Friday) will air at 
4:00pm and Sunday Mass will air on 

Sunday at 11:00am 
 

Find us at www.olgcparish.com 
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Parish Updates 

 
First, I want to express my sincere gratitude to so many parishioners who have continued to turn in 
their envelopes and Grand Annual contributions!  These have been vital to the financial health of the 
parish, and are a great sign of hope that we will come through this pandemic strong.  There is a real 
danger that parishes will be devastated during this time when we are not gathered together.  I am so 
grateful that we are in a very different place, because of all of you!   

 
Secondly, our parish's spiritual health is of utmost importance.  In these circumstances our patience 
can be tested, our anxiety can increase, our depression can worsen, our fears can heighten, and our 
faith can weaken.  One of the answers to all of these challenges is prayer. To that point I have been 
offering Daily Masses at 4:00 PM and Sunday Mass at 11:00 AM live streamed on our parish web-
site, www.olgcparish.com, and Facebook and YouTube.  We installed new live streaming equipment 
so we can now do these Masses in St. Theresa Church.  There is a learning curve with all of this 
new technology, but we are getting there. Those not connected to the internet are watching Mass on 
Catholic TV and EWTN.  All of my Masses include the parish as an intention.  Staying united in pray-
er is one way we can stay spiritually strong.  

 
Third, the parish acted quickly to apply for the emergency money available through the federal 
Paycheck Protection Program.  We secured a loan from the Methuen Cooperative Bank which ena-
bles us to continue to pay our employees for eight weeks.  When used for this purpose the loan is 
forgiven, and it becomes a grant.  This is a great help to us and all small businesses.  I am grateful 
to our Business Manager Karen Miller for her quick action in pulling the loan application together, 
and to Robert Armano, the President of the Methuen Cooperative Bank for his assistance in pro-
cessing the loan application.   

 
Fourth, we are exploring ways to utilize the live streaming equipment to assist the parish and the 
community in getting through this pandemic.  One idea we have had is to host a "Music Hour", the 
first of which will be on Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  The idea will be for us to turn off the 
news and to watch something that will be thoughtful, uplifting, and holy.  We'll stream this on the par-
ish website, Facebook, and YouTube.  We hope to do more to take advantage of this equipment to 
build an "on line faith community".   

 
Fifth, we continue to be busy.  There are, as you can imagine, many funerals each week.  We are 
only doing graveside services at this time, and Deacon Steve and I are trying to offer consolation to 
mourning families.  We are fortunate to work with so many competent and caring funeral directors in 
our area.  This pandemic makes losing someone so much more difficult.  Every person we bury and 
every family we assist are remembered at the Masses we offer each week.   

 
Finally, the Archdiocese has formed a group of "Covid-19 Priests" who have received training and 
live apart from other priests, and who have appropriate personal protective equipment, to make the 
Sacrament of the Sick available to patients who are struggling with the virus. Parish priests are not 
going to the hospitals and nursing homes at this time, but we are called to offer prayers over the 
phone when requested.  I am grateful for this help especially knowing first hand that exposure to the 
virus can sideline all other ministry for weeks.  

 
Know that you are in my prayers each day!  Fr. Chris 



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Our Lady of Good Counsel, Methuen, MA 21516

Due to  the COVID-19 outbreak, 
businesses and consumer behavior 

are significantly impacted.

Also, visit their websites to see how they 
can assist you with any of their services 

you may need through these difficult times. 

Please consider supporting the 
sponsors on the back pages to help 

keep the local economy strong.

from our family to yours

508.875.7600
371 Worcester Rd., Rte 9 (Rear) / Framingham 

www.automaticapplianceservice.com 
Amana - Speed Queen - Kitchen Aid - Maytag 
Whirlpool - Frigidaire - GE - LG - Electrolux
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“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

“Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God 

is love.” 1 John 4:18

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!

We extend our sincere appreciation to our sponsors, 
without whom this bulletin would not be possible.

Remember to say “Thank You!”

Fr. John Unni
PASTOR

Saint Cecilia Parish, Boston
Associate Fire Chaplain 

Boston Fire Department

BOARD MEMBER

Pine Street Inn

Healthier Priests. 
Stronger Communities.

The strength of our communities depends on the  
well-being of our priests who tirelessly serve others.

Please support our priests at clergytrust.org
Clergy Health and Retirement Trust is an independently managed trust for the care of active and 
senior priests in good standing.
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978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

Monument Sales  •  Cemetery Lettering

    C
Colizzi 

Memorials, Inc.

“Serving Children 
since 1925”

Kenneth H. Pollard 
Funeral Home, Inc.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

our Family 
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com

480 Jackson St.
Methuen, MA 01844
978-686-3906
CedarViewRehab.com

A New & Proud Member of 
MARQUIS HEALTH SERVICES

RATED 4 STARS BY THE CMS

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

• 2, 3, or 5 Day Preschool Programs (Sept-June)
• For Children 2.9-5 years old
• Half Day, Lunch Bunch, Full Day Options
• Early Drop-off & Late Pick Up Options
• Low Student/Teacher Ratio
• Affordable Rates 
• Non-Denominational
• Over 60 Years in Methuen!

Contact to schedule a tour today 
978-689-8414 | chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com

chapelschoolmethuen.com
Located at First Church Congregational 
26 Pleasant St, Methuen

The Chapel School
Where a Lifetime of Learning Begins

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

We extend our sincere appreciation to our sponsors, 
without whom this bulletin would not be possible.

Remember to say “Thank You!”

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED 

BLOOD TYPE “O” POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

☺SAVE A LIFE☺


