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Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Good  

Counsel Parish 
Lawrence ~ Methuen 

 
 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel is a diverse multi-
cultural parish serving the Catholic community 
of Methuen and Lawrence.  We are committed 

to building a community of faith intent upon 
God, in unity of mind and heart.  

We are a family of believers, joined by our  
Baptism, and nurtured by the Eucharist.  

As children of God, we endeavor to bring the 
love of Christ to all we meet. We are committed 
to be the Body of Christ, rooted in the tradition 
of the Catholic Church. Together we worship 

and praise our God.  Guided by prayer and the 
counsel of the Blessed Mother, we minister to 
the community through faith formation, fellow-

ship, and service. With diligence, compas-
sion, and love we endeavor to help others 

come to know and love Jesus.  Empowered 
by grace, constant in our mission, we strive to 

be led by the Holy Spirit.   

Mass Schedule: 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish  

22 Plymouth Street, Methuen, MA 01844         

Phone:  978-686-3984  Fax:  978-686-8300 

Email:  olgcmethuen@gmail.com   

Web: OLGCParish.com 

 

Parish Staff:  
 
Very Rev. Christopher 
Casey, V.F. 
Pastor — Ext 25 
fatherchriscasey@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Mr. Steven J.  
Murphy 
Deacon—Ext 10 
deaconsteviej@aol.com 
 
Mrs. Karen Miller 
Business Manager — Ext 17  
978-686-0728   
OLGCBusiness@gmail.com 

 
Mrs. Denise Mundry 
Parish Office—Ext 10 
978-686-3984 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 
 
Lori McLaughlin 
Coordinator of Music 
Ministries 
603-275-6486 

 
Jimmy Massie 
Facilities 
978-697-4701 
olgcfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Religious Education 
Ph:  978-686-3984 
Fax: 978-686-8300 
 
Mr. Mark Friedrich  
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Mark Houle  
Coordinator Grades K-8 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
Our prayer shawl gatherings are the first 
Wednesday of the month at 1pm and 7pm in 
the parish office.  Due to the coronavirus  
pandemic all gatherings are suspended at 

this time. 
We welcome new folks at any time to join us in this beautiful 
simple ministry. We thank all who have donated yarn or mon-
ey with which to purchase new yarn. 
Remember: Blessed Shawls, Lapghans & Baby Blankets are 
available in the parish office. 
 
Thank you and God Bless!  Questions? call the parish office. 

Ellen Gallant Card Ministry 
 
Do you know of someone who is 
sick, going through difficult times, 
in the military, or may just need a 

little note of encouragement? Fill out the forms 
found in the church and chapel and drop them in the 
box labeled “The Ellen Gallant Card Ministry” or 
the weekly collection basket.  
 
If you’d like to help make someone’s day by joining 
us in this ministry, contact Donna Fawcett @  
donnafawcett71@comcast.net 

Mass Schedule: 
 
Church & Chapel are 
handicapped accessible 
(elevator in Church,  
ramp at Chapel) 
  
 

Sat. 4 pm at St. Theresa 
Church 
22 Plymouth St., Methuen, MA 
 

Sun. 8 am at St. Theresa 
Church 
 

Sun. 10:30 am at  
St. Augustine Chapel 
128 Ames St., Lawrence, MA 
 
 

Daily Mass: 7 am 
Monday — Friday at  
St. Theresa Church 
 

 
 

Reconciliation: 
Saturdays, 2:45—3:30 pm  at 
St. Theresa Church  
or anytime by appointment 
 
 

Baptism: 
Second Sunday of the month. 
Previous arrangements  
necessary 
 
 

Marriage: 
Arrangements must be made  
at least six months in advance 
 
 

New Parishioners: 
Welcome! Please come to the 
Parish Office  
to meet us and to register 
 

Lawrence  
Catholic Academy 

101 Parker St. 
Lawrence, MA 01843 

 

www.lawrencecatholic 
academy.org 

 
978-683-5822 

 

PARISH  
OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday to Thursday 
8 am to 3 pm 

Friday 
8am to noon 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
I remember one priest that was a friend of our family when I was a child was a missionary in Japan.  He was a 
Franciscan priest whose name was Fr. Emmett.  He would occasionally correspond with my mother, and he 
closed a letter he sent near the end of the Easter Season with the words “Have a fiery Pentecost!”  I always re-
member that line around Pentecost and when I’m thinking about the Holy Spirit.  I thirst for that “fire of the 
Spirit” to enliven my faith.  I think it is the “secret ingredient” to finding true joy in the life of grace.  But it 
isn’t really a secret at all.  God has generously poured out upon His people the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord.  We receive these Gifts 
at Baptism, and they are strengthened in us at Confirmation.  They are present with us because of the “In-
Dwelling of the Holy Spirit” in each of us, the Divine Life in our Soul that is a result of Baptism.  Once these 
Gifts are “fanned into flame” the fruits of the Spirit become evident in our lives.  The Nine Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit are Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control.  These 
are found in Galatians 5:22.  Other sources list Twelve Fruits, and add Continence, Modesty, and Longanimity 
(which means forbearance, a disposition to bear injuries patiently, or long-suffering).   
 
The Holy Spirit, sometimes called ‘The Forgotten God’, is the most misunderstood Person of the Trinity.  This 
is perhaps by design as God has chosen to reveal Himself in personal terms such as God the Father, and Jesus 
the Son.  We can relate to Father and Son easily because these are relationships that we understand in our own 
lives.  But God has chosen to reveal Himself in mysterious terms in the Holy Spirit… sometimes appearing as 
Dove depicting His majesty, or Fire depicting His might, or Water depicting His mystery, or Wind depicting 
His multitude.  St. Augustine once wrote “If you think you have understood God, it is not God you have un-
derstood, but yourself.”  We understand that God is ineffable, or beyond words.  So God is a mystery to us at 
the same time God is revealed to us by God Himself who desires us to know Him in spite of our own limita-
tions.   
 
But at the same time God is most mysterious in His Holy Spirit, this is where we encounter God, and in fact, 
where we fall in love with God.  This ineffable and mysterious God seems beyond reach to us, and beyond our 
understanding, but how many of us can relate to those moving, sometimes life-changing moments of encounter 
with the Spirit of God?  I remember my most profound experience was when I had been attending Daily Mass 
at Immaculate Conception in Newburyport for some time; every morning I would pray before Mass began ask-
ing the Blessed Mother to help me to know Jesus better.  I always felt a closeness to Mary, but I had always 
felt a distance between me and Jesus, especially Jesus Present in the Holy Eucharist.  One morning before 
Mass began I had my encounter with the Lord.  It felt like while I was praying Jesus reached out of the Taber-
nacle and touched my heart.  I was filled the knowledge, or perhaps better stated, the assurance of Jesus Truly 
Present.  I know now that such moments are known as Consolations of the Holy Spirit. Mary always and only 
brings us to Jesus!  
 
So, in the wonderful mystery that is our God’s Presence God makes Himself known and felt in our lives be-
cause He loves us.  Somehow an indescribable simplicity.  It is like trying to describe what you felt the first 
time you fell in love.  Most of us would sound like we are describing some malaise to an Emergency Room 
Doctor, ‘my heart is fluttering, I’m distracted, I can’t sleep at night, I’m nervous and happy at the same time’.   
The Doctor would order a series of tests to find out what was wrong.  But if we were talking to someone who 
also had also fallen in love, they might counsel simply ‘enjoy the warmth while you have it,’ and might even 
say “Have a fiery Pentecost!” 

God Bless, Fr. Chris 
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Saturday, May 30 
 4:00 pm George Martin ~ 2nd Anniversary ~ Requested by his family 
 

Sunday, May 31 
 8:00 am Peter and Lillian Kiberstis ~ Birthday Remembrance ~ Requested by their family 
   Sandra Gioia ~ Requested by Karen Kroeter 
   All Living Members of the Parish 
 
 10:30 am Carla Friedrich ~ 1st Anniversary ~ Requested by her family 
 

Monday, June 1 
 7:00 am Alice Hirst ~ 35th Anniversary ~ Requested by Eileen DeSalvo 
 

Tuesday, June 
 7:00 am  
 

Wednesday, June 3 
 7:00 am  

 
Thursday, June 4 

 7:00 am  
 

Friday, June 5 
 7:00 am Altar Society ~ Requested by Family and Friends 
  

Saturday, June 6 
 4:00 pm Deceased Members of St. Anne’s High School Class of 1960 ~ Requested by Carol Smith 
   
      Sunday, June 7 
 8:00 am Irene, John and Isabelle Golden ~ Requested by their family 
   Dorothy Smith ~ Requested by her family 
   M. Claire and Edmond Holland ~ Requested by their family 
   Ethel Belanger ~ Requested by her family 
  
 10:30 am Arthur Halloran ~ Requested by his family 
   All living members of the Parish 

Sunday 
June 7 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Lector 

 
8:00 am 

 
 

 

10:30 am   
 
 

MEMORIALS 
Week of May 31, 2020 

Saturday 
June 6 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Lector 

 
4:00 pm 

 
 

 
 

 
Altar Bread 

In Memory of Mary R. Wheeler ~ Anniversary 
Requested by her family 

 
Altar Wine 

In Memory of Dorothy Keogh  
Requested by her family 

 
Altar Candles 

In Memory of Nelson Keogh  
Requested by his family 

 
Sanctuary Light 

In Memory of the Servants of the Paraclete 
Requested by Patrick O’Connell 
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St. Vincent de Paul 
Society 

 
Today as we celebrate Pentecost, Jesus 
says to his disciples: “Peace be with 
you.  As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” 
 

This month, through your gifts, the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul brought the love and care of Jesus to 
the poor by assisting needy families by providing food 
vouchers and assistance with utilities, rent bills, etc.  
 
 
Please make checks payable to SVDP. Thank you 

for your continued support. 

Allison Hawkes, Eugene Baldi, 
Walter Beynon, Arthur 

Thibault, Helen Sawicki, 
Joseph Howanski, Jeannette 
Demers, Michael Culpon, 

Mary Jo Daigle, Ronald Begin, 
George Henderson, Andrew Champy, David 

Champy, David Adams, Gary Stachulski, Douglas 
McKnight, William Luna, Aiden Sutliff, Ellen 

Villers, Alice Blow, Judith Upham, Benjamin Melo, 
Ron Simonian, Art Munger, Brad Waters,  Mary 

Conway, Elisabeth Hooper,  Matt Kinsley, Bishop 
Todd Brown, Diane Castiglione, Fr. Paul Valley, SP, 

Noah Leary, Joseph Androwas, Cecile Townsend, 
Ray Boutselis, Ronald Mullen, Leeann Hanson, 

Elaine Labrecque, Sheila Hunt, Reina Rodriguez, 
Jennifer Prugnarola, Nicholas Norcia, Donna Myers, 

Anita & Dottie Watson, Gary Dubois, Michael 
Donovan,  Jaykub Parsons, Ava Gagnon, Tom 

McGuire, Judy Lacroix, Charlie Carrell, Mariana 
Rosato, Carrie McNiss, Sarah & Patrick Scanlon, 
Kristina Racitti, Robbyn Culpon,  and all those on 

our Parish prayer line, and all the residents at 
Woodmill Nursing Home, Nevins Nursing Home, 

Mary-Immaculate Nursing Home, Berkeley Nursing 
Home and Methuen Village.  

 
 

Those who have died: Vincent Mauti 
 

If you have a friend or loved one that you would like 
us to pray for, please call the parish office and leave 
the name. If you would like a name put back on the 

list, call the office. Thank You. 

Prayer Requests for Priests  
 

Eternal Father, we lift up to you these and all the priests 
of the world.  Sanctify them.  Heal and guide them.  Mold 
them into the likeness and holiness of your Son, Jesus, 
the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be pleasing to 

you.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 

May 30 Fr. John Schatzel ~ May 31 Pope Francis ~ June 
1 Fr. Derek Borek ~ June 2 Fr. J. Michael Lawlor ~ June 
3 Fr. Charles Collins ~ June 4 Fr. Daniel McCoy ~ June 5 

Fr. Robert Browne 
 

 
Weekend of May 24, 2020  

 
 

 
 

Total Offertory:  $ 6,291.00 
 
Maintenance:   $ 120.00 
 
Grand Annual to date:  $ 9,628.00 
 
Ascension of the Lord: $ 197.00 
(May 21, 2020) 

 
In Need of 

 

Prayer . . . 

Our highest gratitude and appreciation ~ we are 
so grateful for your support. 

 
Bless your generosity! 

Friends 
 

If your situation makes it possible to continue to 
give us your weekly envelopes, please do so!  This 
will enable us to continue to pay our bills while we 

don’t have regular collections. 
You can mail your envelopes in, or put them in the 

mail slot at the Parish Office. 
Thank you! 

 
 

Also check out 
90-DAYS NOW—FOR YOUR PARISH 

 
A special initiative to help your parish during this 

time.  For more information visit our website 
www.olgcparish.com 

 
Thanks! 
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Scripture Reading for the Week of 
May 31, 2020 

31 SUN Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-
20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Rom 
8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-
11/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-
23   

1 Mon Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts  1:12-14/Jn 
 19:25-34 

2 Tue 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17- 18/Mk 
 12:13-17 

3 Wed 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Mk 12:18-27 
4 Thu 2 Tm 2:8-15/Mk 12:28-34 
5 Fri 2 Tm 3:10-17/Mk 12:35-37 
6 Sat 2 Tm 4:1-8/Mk 12:38-44 
7 SUN Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 

3:16-18   

 

Week of May 31, 2020 

31 SUN Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 
19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 
37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/
Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-
39 Day: Acts 2:1-11/1 
Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 
20:19-23   

1 Mon Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 
1:12- 14/Jn 19:25-34 

2 Tue 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-
 18/Mk  12:13-17 

3 Wed 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Mk 
12:18-27 

4 Thu 2 Tm 2:8-15/Mk 12:28-
34 

5 Fri 2 Tm 3:10-17/Mk 
12:35-37 

6 Sat 2 Tm 4:1-8/Mk 12:38-
44 
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To make a pledge to the Catholic Appeal, please visit  
bostoncatholicappeal.org or pick up a pledge form at 

the back of the church. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  Stay tuned for 
continued updates regarding our parish’s 2020 Catholic 

Appeal! 

 

Our Religious Education students invite 
you to join together and pray for the end to 

the corona virus and for all our  
families and friends! 

 
We are starting a prayer book for all of us 
to add prayers to.  You can check out the 

OLGC facebook page and add your  
prayers or send to Mark Houle at 

marvinxxxx@comcast.net  
and he will add it in. 

 
We wish you all well! 
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A Letter From Fr. Chris . . .  
 
 
 
Regarding our reopening… 
 
We are all excited to be reopening for public Masses after this long absence.  However, as we do so we re-
member that the virus is still out there and precautions must be taken.  I think it is particularly important to 
abide by all of the recommended restrictions in the Church so as not to become a source of spread.  So here is 
some information on strategies we have put in place to keep us safe. 
 
First and foremost, know that the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days 
remains in place, which means that no one has to go to Church.  If you are in one of the high risk groups, have 
any health conditions, are sick or have any symptoms, or just aren’t ready to be around people just yet, please 
take comfort in the fact that you can stay safe at home and incur no sin. 
 
We are using a program called Eventbrite that you can use to sign up for a Mass from our website.  It is an ex-
cellent and simple system that I am quite impressed with.  However, we do have lots of parishioners who do 
not access the internet at all.  For them, they can call the office and Denise and I will help them “make a reser-
vation”.  Because we are monitoring the number of people who come I would ask everyone to register before 
coming.  I do not want to be turning people away because we are full.  Depending on how this unfolds we 
might ask people to come every other week, for example.  We are not at this point yet.  We are also trying to 
get a closed-circuit TV and sound in to the hall.  This will greatly expand our seating and would likely provide 
enough overflow for all.  And we may very well keep this going too, as many have suggested having Mass in 
the hall on hot summer days because of the air conditioning there. 
The Live Stream equipment we have installed is permanent.  We will be live streaming all Masses from the 
Church from now on.  We can turn off the equipment if a family prefers for a funeral or a wedding or a Bap-
tism, for example.  Likewise, we can also record Masses and send a family a link to download the Mass for 
their own personal use.   
Please wear a mask at all times in the Church.  You will remove it only to receive Communion.  Also, in the 
elevator to maintain social distance please only “travel” with household members.  People will have to line up 
like you do at Market Basket to wait your turn for an elevator.  Naturally, taking the stairs is recommended if 
you are able.   
The office is also reopening.  If you come to the office please wear a mask.  You can also conduct your busi-
ness via the phone and email, and Denise will be happy to assist you this way too. 
 
We are continuing to collect food for the clients of Vinfen on the side porch.  We are not collecting food in the 
Church.  Roxanne from Vinfen handles and distributes the food in accordance with the guidelines provided, 
like wiping stuff off etc.   
 
I had hoped to have six volunteers for each Mass, but there has been a slow response.  I can certainly under-
stand someone being hesitant to take on the duty of cleaning the Church after Mass.  Surfaces will need to be 
wiped down, wearing gloves and mask.  If we can’t get enough people to do this safely, we will review the 
Mass schedule.  I am not starting Daily Masses yet but will consider this as the weeks unfold.  In the mean-
time, I continue to live stream Mass Monday through Friday at 4:00 PM.  
 
Finally, please join me in praying daily for an end to this virus, a return to life and we knew it and loved it, 

and for the health and safety of all of our parishioners, neighbors, family and friends! 


