
Summary of the changes coming at Church with the reduction of Pandemic Restrictions. 

As announced Pentecost weekend at the Masses there are some major changes coming this weekend as we bring 

an end to the restrictions put in place in response to the COVID19 Pandemic.  Here is a summary of these 

changes. 

First and foremost, the Archdiocese has requested that we make this statement clear and available on our 

website, bulletin, and through Church announcements as was done last weekend.  “As of May 29, masks are 

no longer required for vaccinated people in the State of Massachusetts. The State does advise that non-

vaccinated people continue to wear masks." There is not going to be any screening of who is wearing masks 

or not.  Masks can be worn at the discretion of the person.  Some may continue to wear masks because they are 

not or cannot be vaccinated.  Others because they have a medical condition, and still others because they feel 

more comfortable wearing one.  Although masks will no longer be required of everyone if you want to wear a 

mask you can. 

So, on to the summary:  As of Saturday, May 29, 2021 

• No masks required. 

• No social distancing required; the tape blocking pews will be removed as will the remaining signage. 

• Registering for Mass, temperature and name taking is no longer required. 

• We will return to coming up for Communion as we did in the pre-pandemic days. 

• We will withhold the Cup of the Precious Blood for the time being. 

• The Sign of Peace will be restored with the caution that shaking hands or other physical contact is 

wisely limited to members of your own household and people you are in contact with regularly. 

• The dispensation from the obligation for coming to Sunday Mass has not yet been lifted, and even when 

it is, if a parishioner is feeling ill, they should remain at home. 

• The ministries of Lector, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, and Altar Server are restored.   

• Deacons are restored to their full liturgical roles: reading the gospel, preaching, preparing the altar, the 

elevation of the chalice, and assisting in the distribution of Holy Communion. 

• Missalettes and hymnals may be used and kept in the pews; for us this means that we will be ordering 

new missalettes for the Liturgical Year beginning November 28, 2021.  Until then we will have no 

missalettes available. 

• Congregational singing is allowed, as are choirs.  

• Use of the Confessional Room is permitted, although here we will be making some modifications to 

increase air circulation in the room before we return to using them. 

• We will continue to live stream all the Masses here at the parish.  If you are not able to attend for any 

reason, viewing the Mass on the live stream, or on any of the options on television, can be a blessing.  

Live streaming has been a blessing for many families who have had funerals that family and friends 

could not attend. 

Finally, for now the 10:30 Mass will continue to be held at St. Theresa Church.  We moved the piano to the 

Church when we consolidated our space because of the sanitizing and deep-cleaning requirements we were 

under.  One advantage of the Church is that we can live stream the 10:30 Mass.  Is this reason enough to keep it 

at St. Theresa?  That is a discussion we should have.  I would be interested in learning your thoughts and 

opinions on this question in the weeks ahead.  Drop me a note at my email address fatherchriscasey @ 

gmail.com, by calling the office and leaving your feedback with Denise, or by dropping a note in the mail or in 

the collection.  I would like to restore the Chapel to use for funerals and Baptisms when requested.  The 

Franciscans of the Primitive Observance continue to use the Chapel for the activities they sponsor, like small 

group discussions, Prayer Groups, occasional Masses and Adoration in Spanish, etc.   

 


